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Lakes around the world have been the lifeblood of civilizations, but recent

reports indicate that the world’s lakes are in crisis as a result of human activities.
In response to this crisis, LakeNet was established in 1997 to facilitate the
exchange of experience, practices and technologies related to the management
of lake watersheds. Although much can be gained from networking and sharing
experience at a global level, solutions to the problems facing lakes must be found
within each lake region itself.

At the 8" International Conference n the Conservation and Management of Lakes
in Copenhagen, Denmark, 17-21 May 1999, LakeNet organized a workshop for
community leaders and practitioners from eight of the “great lakes” of the world to
share their experience in implementing a watershed-based approach.

This special edition contains the eight case studies presented during the workshop
and a synthesis article prepared by the workshop organizers.
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